
From Pakistan to Toyota City for 

a Taste of Japanese Culture and 

Hospitality 

Mrs. Khan, second from left in the photo 

above, took part in one of the cultural events 

being promoted by the newly designated: 

Toyota Citizens Hospitality Council for 

Foreign Guests. Thrilled by the experience of 

wearing a Japanese kimono, she decided to 

bring her husband and mother-in-law along 

for the fun in April 2017. Her “guests” were 

adorned in kimonos for the first time and they 

absolutely loved it. 

Mr. Tariq Khan, her spouse, who is here on 

a work assignment, eagerly shared his 

impression of the experience and his life in 

Toyota City.  He commented that they were 

all captivated by the vibrant colors, layers, 

and skills used in making Japanese kimonos. 

He also noted that there were vast differences 

between the fashion of his homeland and 

Japan and summed up the experience as 

being: “great!” He and his wife have been 

living in Toyota City for roughly two years 

and will be returning to Pakistan in July of 

this year with his mother who is visiting. 

They spoke quite passionately of their time in 

Toyota as, “a once-in-a-lifetime encounter.” 

We are ecstatic to 

present you, this, the first 

issue of “The Citizens’ 

Omotenashi Newsletter.”  

Our aim is to offer this 

seasonal window into the 

exciting events happening in 

our surroundings with the 

English speaking community 

visiting, living, or working in 

Toyota City for your leisure 

and entertainment.     

Essentially, we wish to 

extend the warm hospitality 

(omotenashi ) of the citizens 

of Toyota City to all the 

visitors who come here. The 

URLs and contact 

information included below 

will give you online access to 

other programs to participate 

in and instruction on how to 

personally get involved! 

For further information, 

contact or visit: 

 The English Website: 

http://www2.city.toyota.aichi.j

p/guide/ 

 TIA (Toyota 

International Association): 

http://tia.toyota.aichi.jp/engli

sh/index.html 

Email: tia@hm.aitai.ne.jp 

Tel: 0565-33-5931 

Fax: 0565-33-5950 
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The couple take advantage of the 

 

In the left photo, the family is 

flanked by their instructors.  The 

photo on the right shows Mr. and 

Mrs. Khan enjoying the ambiance 

of a local hot spot in the city called 

Kirakutei. The family stressed 

that, of the many special memories 

they’ve created in Japan, the thing 

they’ll miss the most is the warm 

hospitality they received. 

Newsletter  

DATE TO NOTE: 

October 1 is International Day at TIA!  What is International Day? 

International Day is the day we celebrate our efforts of establishing mutual understanding and appreciation for cultural diversity through sharing. 

The trio, known as Anison Big 3, who are famous for the world 

renowned Dragon Ball Z animation theme song, among others, come 

to town for an electrifying concert on May 21, 2017, at 5:00 p.m.  

The main hall at the Citizens Cultural Center (Shimin Bunka 

Kaikan - 市民文化会館), located a few minutes away from downtown 

Toyota City, will come to life as the group promises a mesmerizing 

performance.  Local and international fans, who are visiting, will 

have to reserve their tickets in advance as seats are limited. 

In the photo above, Mr. Ichiro Mizuki is famous for songs in 

Mazinger Z, Babel II, and Captain Harlock; Ms. Mitsuko Horie is 

known for songs in Candy Candy, Hana no Ko: Run Run, and 

Himitsu no Akko-chan, and Mr. Hironobu Kageyama’s songs include 

Dragon Ball Z’s theme song: Cha-la Head-Cha-La, and We Gotta 

Power. For tickets, email: bunkakaikan@city.toyota.aichi.jp now! 

backdrop of blossoms decorating the  

 
grounds of Kirakutei, Toyota City. 

 



Upcoming Program:  Enjoy Traditional Kabuki Performances 

What: Traditional Kabuki performances from some rural areas in the city including: Obara, Ishino, Asahi, and Fujioka.  

When: Sunday, May 28, 2017. Time: Doors open at 9:30 a.m. with an opening attraction of a drum performance at 10:00 a.m.  

The kabuki performance begins at 10:30 a.m. Where: The Obaraza, at the Obara Community Center. Access: A 60-minute bus 

ride from the Meitetsu Toyotashi station for Kaminigi via the Oiden Toyota bus/Obara Line. Get off at the Eitaro stop and the 

venue is a 2-minute walk from there. Admission: Free of charge. Note: Reservations are not necessary to participate. Light 

local snacks will be on sale, including boxed sushi, gohei mochi (miso flavored rice on a paddle), and fresh produce. 

Ongoing Program:  Learn to Play the Japanese Drums 

What: An opportunity to learn to play the Japanese drums. When: Every Tuesday. Time: 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Where: Aste, 43 Honryu Honmachi, Toyota City. Access: 15 minutes’ walk from the Takemura station on the 

Meitetsu Mikawa Line. Application: Free (￥500, annually, if you want to continue activity or register at Aste 

as a volunteer). Contact: The Aste Volunteer Group (astenasa@htm9.aitai,ne.jp). To apply, please send an email 

including your full name, an email address, or a contact number, and state the number in your party. 

Upcoming Program:  A Rejuvenating Walk through Tranquil Inabu 

What: A refreshing walk through the quaint town of Inabu. When: Sunday, May 21, 2017. Time: 9:30 a.m 

– 2:30 p.m. (the opening ceremony starts at 10:00 a.m. & the procession at 10:30 a.m.). Where: Meet at 

the Donguri Kobo workshop in Inabu (15 Haribara, Busetsumachi, Toyota City). Access: A shuttle bus 

service will transfer participants to and from Toyota Stadium, Kaba House, Aizuma Community Center, 

Ryujin Community Center & Kamigo Community Center. Admission: ￥500. Contact: tia@hm.aitai.ne.jp 

Upcoming Program:  Enjoy Picking Green Tea Leaves and Trying Freshly Brewed Tea 

What: Learn about the process involved in harvesting and preparing green tea leaves for consumption then partake in the 

choicest and most popular brand of tea in the region. When: Sunday, May 21, 2017. Time: 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Where: Kokaen 

(67 Yashikibata, Yoshiwara-cho, Toyota City). Access: A 13-minute walk from the Wakabayashi Station on the Meitetsu 

Mikawa Line. Admission: ￥1,000 for adults/￥500 for children under 6 years of age. Application: Send an Email to: 

enjoytoyota05@yahoo.co.jp, with your name, phone number, or an Email address to reach you. 

The Editor’s Pick: 

Making and Cooking Japanese Noodles (Soba) from Scratch 

If you’ve ever tried Japanese soba (noodles), made from buckwheat flour, then, if you 

are anything like me, you’d probably be thinking: “By mastering the art of making 

soba, I will never have to wait again in a queue for 45 minutes for ‘paradise in a 

bowl’.”  When I exchanged that thought with my soba instructor, he promptly 

responded: “I still periodically wait for up to an hour for the soba at my favorite 

place.”  So says the man who makes some of the best tasting noodles I’ve ever tried. 

If you have the time, you might find this event to be quite rewarding. 

What: Trying your hands at making Japanese noodles from scratch and partaking in your own handiwork. When: Thursday, June 15, 2017. Time: 10:00 

a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Where: The cooking quarters at the Gender Equality Promotion Center (the 2nd fl. of the Toyota Industry and Culture Center). Access:  

A 5-minute walk from the Meitetsu Toyota-shi station. Charge: ￥800 (includes ingredients and a light meal). Contact: TIA (Tel: 0565-37-0400 - Email: 

tia@hm.aitai.ne.jp), or E-IFF (enjoytoyota05@yahoo.co.jp). This event is not open to children. 

* FYI: Parking is free for up to three hours at TIA. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


