
Breaking Ground and Cultivating 

Friendship.  Ground was broken at Aste, in the 

Honmachi, Honryu community of Toyota City, on 

Sunday May 28th, 2017 to launch the Hatake 

(Gardening) Project.  The move symbolizes the depth 

and quality of the exchanges the citizens of Toyota wish 

to realize, in coexistence with the international 

community residing in the city.  Mrs. Akiko Toyoda, 

the chairperson of the volunteer organization, Aste, 

and the president of Toyota International Association, 

popularly known as TIA, was ready with hoe in hand 

to officially initiate the project.  She is accompanied, 

in the picture below, by a family from India.  Mr. and 

Mrs. Krishnan, and their son, are living in Toyota City 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

they will acquire here are superior and will come in 

handy when they return to India. 

  The project allows foreign guests living in Toyota, to 

use the field at Aste to organically grow vegetables and 

fruits they miss having back home, while at the same 

time, it provides a platform for friendship and 

exchange to take root.  Mrs. Toyoda emphasizes that: 

are pleased to 

share with you, “The Citizens’ 

Omotenashi Newsletter.”  

Our aim is to offer this 

seasonal window into some of 

the exciting events and 

programs happening in our 

surroundings with the 

English-speaking community 

visiting, working, or living in 

Toyota City for your leisure 

and entertainment. 

Essentially, we wish to 

warmly extend the hospitality 

(omotenashi ) of the citizens of 

Toyota City to all the visitors 

who come here. The URLs and 

contact information included 

below will give you online 

access to a number of events 

and activities you can join in, 

and instructions on how you 

can personally get involved! 

For further information, 

contact or visit: 

 The English Website: 

http://www2.city.toyota.aichi.j

p/guide/ 

 TIA (Toyota 

International Association): 

1-25 Kozakahonmachi, Toyota 

City, Aichi Pref., 471-0034 

http://www.tia.toyota.aichi.jp/

english/index.html 

Email: tia@hm.aitai.ne.jp 

Tel: 0565-33-5931 

Fax: 0565-33-5950 

“One of the primary goals of the project is to create a venue where 

foreign residents and locals can get together and have fun 

exchanging with one another.” 

Mr. Krishnan explains that he and his family are excited that 

they are able to grow items like: Indian spinach, butternut squash, 

pumpkin, sweet potato, potato, and aloe vera.  Farming is his 

hobby and having the space where he can plant whatever he wants, 

when he wants, and on top of that, “being able to take home produce 

from the harvests, make the project such a wonderful thing.” 

Participation is free of charge.  If interested, call: 0565-33-5931. 
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2nd Edition 

Omotenashi Newsletter 

DATE(S) TO NOTE:  October 1 is International Day at TIA!  What is International Day?  “International Day is the day that we assemble to celebrate our 

efforts toward the establishment of mutual understanding, and cultural diversity through sharing.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Rock Climbing Challenge at Sky 

attributes the success to the instructor’s pointers, and the-step-

by-step guidance he received, prior to the climb.  He jokes that 

he would like to take the credit but praises the program, which 

offers free training for beginners, and the comfort of a convenient 

indoor facility, for climbers seeking to brush up their skills before 

facing the rugged cliffs, without needing to worry about weather 

conditions.  He adds that: “The trainers’ expert guidance is so 

friendly and practical, it makes a beginner like me look and feel 

like I know what I’m doing.” 

  If you’re a ‘cliff lover ’, looking for ways to keep in shape, 

especially during the muggy rainy season, or someone looking to 

take on rock climbing, whether as a hobby or just for the thrill of 

it, Sky Hall Toyota is the perfect place to visit.  Also, note that 

the levels of difficulty vary, so experts are indeed welcome too. 

When: All year round (send email for details). Time: TBA (2 hours 

on weekdays, and 3 hours on weekends). Where: Sky Hall Toyota 

(1-20 Hachimancho, Toyota City, 471-0861). Access:  A 15-

minute walk from of the Meitetsu Toyotashi station. Charge: 

￥300 for adults, and ￥100 for children (fee covers gear rental). 

Contact: t-taikyo.hm6.aitai.ne.jp (feel free to email us in English). 

We 

and they are active 

contributors to the 

project. They are 

very curious about 

farming in Japan. 

The family 

share that the 

farming techniques 

Rock climbing is not an activity for 

the faint of heart, and Mr. James 

Johnson, pictured here, took it on 

and made it look relatively easy 

even at his first go.  He modestly 

Hall Toyota! 

 



Upcoming:  Asahi Town Festival: Opening Event & Much More! 

The town of Asahi will be buzzing with a variety of events, from creating wind chimes, to 

posing for photo ops, dressed in traditional kimonos, and a number of other fun activities! 

When: The opening event takes place on Sunday, July 16, 2017 (other events are held on 

the weekends through Thursday, August 31, 2017). Time: Between 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Where: Various venues in the town of Asahi. Please call for further details. Access:  A 60-

minute bus ride from Toyotashi Meitetsu station. Charge: ¥500 – ¥2,000 depending on the 

event. Contact: Call: 0565-33-5931, or Email: tia@hm.aitai.ne.jp (English-speaking staff 

available)).  You can visit TIA for more information, such as the types of events to expect. 

The Editor’s Pick:  Ongoing Program:  An Unforgettable Cultural Moment 

These outstandingly attired ladies were approached for interviews and candidly asked to pose for our camera 

to share their radiance with everyone. From left to right are: Ms. Renee Lyn, of the U.S., Ms. Merlinda Anzou, 

of the Philippines, and Ms. Janitta Maichoo, of Thailand. The ladies were probably meeting each other for 

the first time when they were approached for photos, but they all agreed that they have one thing in common: 

a passion for the culture and fashion of Japan.  To arrange your cultural experience in Toyota, call, or visit 

TIA, whose address is included on the front page.  Please note that yukatas are also available for men. 

When: Wednesdays, and 1st & 3rd Saturdays. Time: 12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. (Wed.), and 10:00 a.m. – noon (Sat.) 

Where: Toyota Global Square (TIA). Access: A 5-minute walk from the Meitetsu Toyota-shi station. 

Charge: ￥300 (kimono rental included). Contact: TIA at 0565-33-5931, or Email: tia@hm.aitai.ne.jp. 

Ongoing Program:  Try Your Hands at the Art of Japanese Calligraphy! 

Japanese writing is admired the world over and is considered an art among foreign visitors and Japanese alike. 

With the guidance of skilled shodo instructors, discover wa (harmony) with your brush and paint away! 

When: Wednesdays. Time: 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm. Where: TIA (Toyota Global Square). Access:  A 5-minute walk 

from Toyotashi station, or a 3-minute walk from the Shin-toyota station. Charge: ¥100. Contact: Call: 0565-33-

5931, or Email: tia@hm.aitai.ne.jp (English-speaking staff available). Note: Cancellations must be notified at 

least one day prior to the lesson. 

 

Ongoing Program:  Japanese Tea Ceremony and Flower Arrangement 

Tea and flowers have a deeply important function in Japanese society and, as you may already know, major events 

and milestones are celebrated with the gift of tea or flowers to express a profound level of respect in Japan. This 

program brings a renowned tea ceremony and flower arrangement instructor to your place of residence, or you can 

choose to visit theirs, for a worthwhile introduction to the tea and flower culture of Japan. 

When: You negotiate the date with the instructor. Time: 10:00 a.m. – noon, or 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Where: Your 

place or residence, or a place of your choosing (the instructor’s residence is also optional). Access: The instructor’s 

place is about 15 minutes from downtown Toyota City, by car. Charge: ￥1,000 (for both activities). Contact: Call: 

0565-24-2379, or Email: ioku109@knh.biglobe.ne.jp.  Note: The minimum number of participants required is 2. 

   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Upcoming: Tour World Famous Toyota Motor Corporation Factory 

If you’ve ever wondered what it’s like in the factories of Toyota Motor Corporation, here’s a 

chance to observe the engineers in action, and next generation technology in operation! 

When: Thursday, August 10, 2017. Time: 9:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Where: Meet at the 

Mikawatoyota bus stop (in front of the train station), at 9:45 a.m. Access: Two train stops 

away from Shin-toyota station, towards Anjo, on the Aichi Loop Line. Charge: Free (note 

that the bus fare to the plant is ￥200 per person). Contact: Aste, at 0565-52-0362, or Email: 

astenasa@hm9.aitai.ne.jp (English-speaking staff available).  Note: Taking photos, or 

recording videos, is strictly prohibited.  Children under 3 are not allowed in the factories. 


